
Syphilis - The Facts



WHAT IS SYPHILIS?

Syphilis is a sexually transmitted infection (STI) caused by 
the bacterium Treponema pallidum. 

HOW DO PEOPLE GET SYPHILIS?

Syphilis is passed through vaginal, anal or oral sex 
without a condom. Pregnant women can transmit 
syphilis to their unborn baby.

WHAT ARE THE SIGNS AND SYMPTOMS  
IN ADULTS?

You may not notice the symptoms.

There are three stages of syphilis:

Primary stage: One or more painless sores (chancre) 
may appear on the body. This occurs usually around the 
penis or vagina. Sores also can occur on the lips and in 
the mouth. The sores are painless and appear to be firm, 
round, and small lasting for 3 to 6 weeks.

The sore usually heals by itself, but if treatment is given at this 
stage then the secondary stage of syphilis can be prevented.

Secondary stage: Starts with the development of a non 
itchy rash on one or more areas of the body.

In addition to the rash other symptoms like fever, swollen 
lymph glands, sore throat, patchy hair loss, headaches, 
weight loss, muscle aches, and fatigue. 

Without treatment the infection will progress to a latent 
and late stage of Syphilis.

Latent and late stage: The latent stage may last for  
years and late (tertiary) syphilis develops 10-20 years  
after acquiring the infection.



WHAT ARE THE COMPLICATIONS OF SYPHILIS?

If left untreated it can lead to serious health problems. 
Genital sores (chancres) caused by syphilis increases the 
risk to acquire and transmit HIV infection sexually.

HOW IS SYPHILIS DIAGNOSED?

Syphilis is easily diagnosed by a simple blood test, 
or a PCR may be done on the primary lesion/chancre.  

WHAT IS THE TREATMENT FOR SYPHILIS?

Syphilis is cured with penicillin. However, you can get 
syphilis again, even if you have had it before. 

For further information,  
please speak with your doctor.
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Please consider your individual circumstances and consult your healthcare professional if 
you have any questions relating to the information contained in this brochure.  

This brochure contains general educational information only. It is not intended or implied 
to be a substitute for professional medical advice or treatment and is presented for the 

sole purpose of disseminating information.   *Prices, where displayed, are correct at time of 
printing and are subject to change without notice.


